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Comprehensive Iran Sanctions, Accountability, and Di-
vestment Act of 2010, which enacted this chapter, 
amended sections 287c, 2778, and 2780 of this title, sec-
tion 80a–13 of Title 15, Commerce and Trade, section 310 
of Title 31, Money and Finance, and section 16 of the 
Appendix to Title 50, War and National Defense, en-
acted provisions set out as notes under section 80a–13 of 
Title 15 and section 1701 of Title 50, and amended provi-
sions set out as notes under section 1701 of Title 50. 
Title I of the Act enacted subchapter I of this chapter, 
amended sections 287c, 2778, and 2780 of this title, sec-
tion 310 of Title 31, and section 16 of the Appendix to 
Title 50, enacted provisions set out as a note under sec-
tion 1701 of Title 50, and amended provisions set out as 
a note under section 1701 of Title 50. Title III of the Act 
enacted subchapter III of this chapter. Section 102 of 
the Act enacted and amended provisions set out as 
notes under section 1701 of Title 50. Section 107 of the 
Act amended sections 287c, 2778, and 2780 of this title 
and section 16 of the Appendix to Title 50. Section 109 
of the Act enacted section 8517 of this title and amend-
ed section 310 of Title 31. Section 205 of the Act amend-
ed section 80a–13 of Title 15, enacted provisions set out 
as a note under section 80a–13 of Title 15, and amended 
provisions set out as a note under section 1701 of Title 
50. For complete classification of this Act to the Code, 
see Short Title note set out under section 8501 of this 
title and Tables. 

AMENDMENTS 

2013—Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 112–239 substituted 
‘‘105B(a), or 105C(a)’’ for ‘‘or 105B(a)’’ and ‘‘105B(b), or 
105C(b)’’ for ‘‘or 105B(b)’’. 

2012—Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 112–158, § 605(b), inserted 
‘‘, and verifiably dismantled its,’’ after ‘‘development 
of’’. 

Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 112–158, § 403(d), inserted 
‘‘, 105A(a), or 105B(a)’’ after ‘‘105(a)’’ and ‘‘, 105A(b), or 
105B(b)’’ after ‘‘105(b)’’. 

DELEGATION OF FUNCTIONS 

Ex. Ord. No. 13553, §§ 5–7, Sept. 28, 2010, 77 Stat. 60568, 
60569, authorized the Secretary of the Treasury, in con-
sultation with the Secretary of State, to exercise the 
functions and waiver authorities conferred upon the 
President by subsec. (b) of this section with respect to 
the requirement to impose or maintain sanctions pur-
suant to the International Emergency Economic Pow-
ers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.) under section 8514(a) of 
this title; authorized the Secretary of State, in con-
sultation with the Secretary of Homeland Security on 
certain admissibility matters, to exercise the functions 
and waiver authorities conferred upon the President by 
subsec. (b) of this section with respect to the require-
ment to impose or maintain visa sanctions under sec-
tion 8514(a) of this title; and authorized the Secretary 
of State, in consultation with the Secretary of the 
Treasury, to exercise the functions and waiver authori-
ties conferred upon the President by subsec. (b) of this 
section with respect to the requirement to include a 
person on the list required by section 8514(b) of this 
title. 

For other delegation of functions of President under 
this section, see Memorandum of President of the 
United States, Sept. 23, 2010, 75 F.R. 67025, set out as a 
note under section 8501 of this title. 
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§ 8601. Findings 

Congress makes the following findings: 

(1) Since 1948, United States Presidents and 
both houses of Congress, on a bipartisan basis 
and supported by the American people, have 
repeatedly reaffirmed the special bond be-
tween the United States and Israel, based on 
shared values and shared interests. 

(2) The Middle East is undergoing rapid 
change, bringing with it hope for an expansion 
of democracy but also great challenges to the 
national security of the United States and our 
allies in the region, particularly to our most 
important ally in the region, Israel. 

(3) The Government of the Islamic Republic 
of Iran is continuing its decades-long pattern 
of seeking to foment instability and promote 
extremism in the Middle East, particularly in 
this time of dramatic political transition. 

(4) At the same time, the Government of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran continues to enrich 
uranium in defiance of multiple United Na-
tions Security Council resolutions. 

(5) A nuclear-weapons capable Iran would 
fundamentally threaten vital United States 
interests, encourage regional nuclear pro-
liferation, further empower Iran, the world’s 
leading state sponsor of terror, and pose a seri-
ous and destabilizing threat to Israel and the 
region. 

(6) Over the past several years, with the as-
sistance of the Governments of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran and Syria, Hizbollah and Hamas 
have increased their stockpile of rockets, with 
more than 60,000 now ready to be fired at Is-
rael. The Government of the Islamic Republic 
of Iran continues to add to its arsenal of bal-
listic missiles and cruise missiles, which 
threaten Iran’s neighbors, Israel, and United 
States Armed Forces in the region. 

(7) As a result, Israel is facing a fundamen-
tally altered strategic environment. 

(8) Pursuant to chapter 5 of title 1 of the 
Emergency Wartime Supplemental Appropria-
tions Act, 2003 (Public Law 108–11; 117 Stat. 
576), the authority to make available loan 
guarantees to Israel is currently set to expire 
on September 30, 2012. 

(Pub. L. 112–150, § 2, July 27, 2012, 126 Stat. 1146.) 

SHORT TITLE 

Pub. L. 112–150, § 1, July 27, 2012, 126 Stat. 1146, pro-
vided that: ‘‘This Act [enacting this chapter and 
amending section 2321h of this title] may be cited as 
the ‘United States-Israel Enhanced Security Coopera-
tion Act of 2012’.’’ 

§ 8602. Statement of policy 

It is the policy of the United States: 
(1) To reaffirm our unwavering commitment 

to the security of the State of Israel as a Jew-
ish state. As President Barack Obama stated 
on December 16, 2011, ‘‘America’s commitment 
and my commitment to Israel and Israel’s se-
curity is unshakeable.’’ And as President 
George W. Bush stated before the Israeli 
Knesset on May 15, 2008, on the 60th anniver-
sary of the founding of the State of Israel, 
‘‘The alliance between our governments is un-
breakable, yet the source of our friendship 
runs deeper than any treaty.’’. 

(2) To help the Government of Israel pre-
serve its qualitative military edge amid rapid 
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and uncertain regional political trans-
formation. 

(3) To veto any one-sided anti-Israel resolu-
tions at the United Nations Security Council. 

(4) To support Israel’s inherent right to self- 
defense. 

(5) To pursue avenues to expand cooperation 
with the Government of Israel both in defense 
and across the spectrum of civilian sectors, in-
cluding high technology, agriculture, medi-
cine, health, pharmaceuticals, and energy. 

(6) To assist the Government of Israel with 
its ongoing efforts to forge a peaceful, nego-
tiated settlement of the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict that results in two states living side- 
by-side in peace and security, and to encour-
age Israel’s neighbors to recognize Israel’s 
right to exist as a Jewish state. 

(7) To encourage further development of ad-
vanced technology programs between the 
United States and Israel given current trends 
and instability in the region. 

(Pub. L. 112–150, § 3, July 27, 2012, 126 Stat. 1147.) 

§ 8603. United States actions to assist in the de-
fense of Israel and protect United States in-
terests 

It is the sense of Congress that the United 
States Government should take the following 
actions to assist in the defense of Israel: 

(1) Seek to enhance the capabilities of the 
Governments of the United States and Israel 
to address emerging common threats, increase 
security cooperation, and expand joint mili-
tary exercises. 

(2) Provide the Government of Israel such 
support as may be necessary to increase devel-
opment and production of joint missile defense 
systems, particularly such systems that de-
fend against the urgent threat posed to Israel 
and United States forces in the region. 

(3) Provide the Government of Israel assist-
ance specifically for the production and pro-
curement of the Iron Dome defense system for 
purposes of intercepting short-range missiles, 
rockets, and projectiles launched against Is-
rael. 

(4) Provide the Government of Israel defense 
articles and defense services through such 
mechanisms as appropriate, to include air re-
fueling tankers, missile defense capabilities, 
and specialized munitions. 

(5) Provide the Government of Israel addi-
tional excess defense articles, as appropriate, 
in the wake of the withdrawal of United States 
forces from Iraq. 

(6) Examine ways to strengthen existing and 
ongoing efforts, including the Gaza Counter 
Arms Smuggling Initiative, aimed at prevent-
ing weapons smuggling into Gaza pursuant to 
the 2009 agreement following the Israeli with-
drawal from Gaza, as well as measures to pro-
tect against weapons smuggling and terrorist 
threats from the Sinai Peninsula. 

(7) Offer the Air Force of Israel additional 
training and exercise opportunities in the 
United States to compensate for Israel’s lim-
ited air space. 

(8) Work to encourage an expanded role for 
Israel with the North Atlantic Treaty Organi-

zation (NATO), including an enhanced pres-
ence at NATO headquarters and exercises. 

(9) Expand already-close intelligence co-
operation, including satellite intelligence, 
with Israel. 

(Pub. L. 112–150, § 4, July 27, 2012, 126 Stat. 1147.) 

§ 8604. Reports required 

(a) Report on Israel’s qualitative military edge 
(QME) 

(1) In general 

Not later than 180 days after July 27, 2012, 
the President shall submit to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations of the Senate and the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs of the House of 
Representatives a report on the status of Isra-
el’s qualitative military edge in light of cur-
rent trends and instability in the region. 

(2) Substitution for quadrennial report 

If submitted within one year of the date that 
the first quadrennial report required by sec-
tion 201(c)(2) of the Naval Vessel Transfer Act 
of 2008 (Public Law 110–429; 22 U.S.C. 2776 note) 
is due to be submitted, the report required by 
paragraph (1) may substitute for such quadren-
nial report. 

(b) Reports on other matters 

Not later than 180 days after July 27, 2012, the 
President shall submit to the appropriate con-
gressional committees a report on each of the 
following matters: 

(1) Taking into account the Government of 
Israel’s urgent requirement for F–35 aircraft, 
actions to improve the process relating to its 
purchase of F–35 aircraft, particularly with re-
spect to cost efficiency and timely delivery. 

(2) Efforts to expand cooperation between 
the United States and Israel in homeland secu-
rity, counter-terrorism, maritime security, 
energy, cyber-security, and other related 
areas. 

(3) Actions to integrate Israel into the de-
fense of the Eastern Mediterranean. 

(Pub. L. 112–150, § 6, July 27, 2012, 126 Stat. 1148.) 

§ 8605. Definitions 

In this chapter: 

(1) Appropriate congressional committees 

The term ‘‘appropriate congressional com-
mittees’’ means— 

(A) the Committee on Appropriations, the 
Committee on Armed Services, the Commit-
tee on Foreign Relations, and the Select 
Committee on Intelligence of the Senate; 
and 

(B) the Committee on Appropriations, the 
Committee on Armed Services, the Commit-
tee on Foreign Affairs, and the Permanent 
Select Committee on Intelligence of the 
House of Representatives. 

(2) Qualitative military edge 

The term ‘‘qualitative military edge’’ has 
the meaning given the term in section 
2776(h)(2) of this title. 

(Pub. L. 112–150, § 7, July 27, 2012, 126 Stat. 1149.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in text, was in the original 
‘‘this Act’’, meaning Pub. L. 112–150, July 27, 2012, 126 
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Stat. 1146, which is classified principally to this chap-
ter. For complete classification of this Act to the Code, 
see Short Title note set out under section 8601 of this 
title and Tables. 

CHAPTER 94—IRAN THREAT REDUCTION 
AND SYRIA HUMAN RIGHTS 

Sec. 
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SANCTIONS REGIME WITH RESPECT TO IRAN 

8711. Sense of Congress on enforcement of multi-
lateral sanctions regime and expansion and 
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8712. Diplomatic efforts to expand multilateral 
sanctions regime. 

SUBCHAPTER II—ADDITIONAL MEASURES 
RELATING TO SANCTIONS AGAINST IRAN 

8721. Imposition of sanctions with respect to the 
provision of vessels or shipping services to 
transport certain goods related to prolifera-
tion or terrorism activities to Iran. 

8722. Imposition of sanctions with respect to provi-
sion of underwriting services or insurance 
or reinsurance for the National Iranian Oil 
Company or the National Iranian Tanker 
Company. 

8723. Imposition of sanctions with respect to pur-
chase, subscription to, or facilitation of the 
issuance of Iranian sovereign debt. 

8724. Continuation in effect of sanctions with re-
spect to the Government of Iran, the Cen-
tral Bank of Iran, and sanctions evaders. 

8725. Liability of parent companies for violations 
of sanctions by foreign subsidiaries. 

8726. Reports on, and authorization of imposition 
of sanctions with respect to, the provision 
of specialized financial messaging services 
to the Central Bank of Iran and other sanc-
tioned Iranian financial institutions. 

8727. Identification of, and immigration restric-
tions on, senior officials of the Government 
of Iran and their family members. 

SUBCHAPTER III—SANCTIONS WITH RESPECT TO 
IRAN’S REVOLUTIONARY GUARD CORPS 

8741. Identification of, and imposition of sanctions 
with respect to, officials, agents, and affili-
ates of Iran’s Revolutionary Guard Corps. 

8742. Identification of, and imposition of sanctions 
with respect to, persons that support or 
conduct certain transactions with Iran’s 
Revolutionary Guard Corps or other sanc-
tioned persons. 

8743. Identification of, and imposition of measures 
with respect to, foreign government agen-
cies carrying out activities or transactions 
with certain Iran-affiliated persons. 

8744. Rule of construction. 

SUBCHAPTER IV—MEASURES TO PROMOTE 
HUMAN RIGHTS 

8751. Codification of sanctions with respect to 
grave human rights abuses by the Govern-
ments of Iran and Syria using information 
technology. 

8752. Clarification of sensitive technologies for 
purposes of procurement ban under Compre-
hensive Iran Sanctions, Accountability, and 
Divestment Act of 2010. 

8753. Expedited consideration of requests for au-
thorization of certain human rights-, hu-
manitarian-, and democracy-related activi-
ties with respect to Iran. 

8754. Comprehensive strategy to promote Internet 
freedom and access to information in Iran. 

8755. Statement of policy on political prisoners. 

Sec. 

SUBCHAPTER V—MISCELLANEOUS 

8771. Exclusion of citizens of Iran seeking edu-
cation relating to the nuclear and energy 
sectors of Iran. 

8772. Interests in certain financial assets of Iran. 
8773. Report on membership of Iran in inter-

national organizations. 

SUBCHAPTER VI—GENERAL PROVISIONS 

8781. Implementation; penalties. 
8782. Applicability to certain intelligence activi-

ties. 
8783. Applicability to certain natural gas projects. 
8784. Rule of construction with respect to use of 

force against Iran and Syria. 
8785. Termination. 

SUBCHAPTER VII—SANCTIONS WITH RESPECT TO 
HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSES IN SYRIA 

8791. Imposition of sanctions with respect to cer-
tain persons who are responsible for or 
complicit in human rights abuses commit-
ted against citizens of Syria or their family 
members. 

8792. Imposition of sanctions with respect to the 
transfer of goods or technologies to Syria 
that are likely to be used to commit human 
rights abuses. 

8793. Imposition of sanctions with respect to per-
sons who engage in censorship or other 
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8794. Waiver. 
8795. Termination. 

§ 8701. Definitions 

Except as otherwise specifically provided, in 
this Act: 

(1) Appropriate congressional committees 

The term ‘‘appropriate congressional com-
mittees’’ has the meaning given that term in 
section 14 of the Iran Sanctions Act of 1996 
(Public Law 104–172; 50 U.S.C. 1701 note). 

(2) Financial transaction 

The term ‘‘financial transaction’’ means any 
transfer of value involving a financial institu-
tion, including the transfer of forwards, fu-
tures, options, swaps, or precious metals, in-
cluding gold, silver, platinum, and palladium. 

(3) Knowingly 

The term ‘‘knowingly’’ has the meaning 
given that term in section 14 of the Iran Sanc-
tions Act of 1996 (Public Law 104–172; 50 U.S.C. 
1701 note). 

(4) United States person 

The term ‘‘United States person’’ has the 
meaning given that term in section 8511 of this 
title. 

(Pub. L. 112–158, § 2, Aug. 10, 2012, 126 Stat. 1216.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This Act, referred to in text, is Pub. L. 112–158, Aug. 
10, 2012, 126 Stat. 1214, known as the Iran Threat Reduc-
tion and Syria Human Rights Act of 2012, which is clas-
sified principally to this chapter. For complete classi-
fication of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note 
set out below and Tables. 

SHORT TITLE 

Pub. L. 112–158, § 1(a), Aug. 10, 2012, 126 Stat. 1214, pro-
vided that: ‘‘This Act [enacting this chapter and sec-
tions 8513b, 8514a, and 8514b of this title, amending sec-
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